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GREEK  TOBACCO  EXPORTS 
SET  NEW  RECORD 


Greek  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  1957  rose  to  a  new  high 
of  1^8.9  million  pounds ,  up  39  percent  from  107.0  million  pounds  in  1956. 

West  Germany,  with  purchases  of  51  million  pounds  last  year,  was 
the  principal  market,  taking  more  than  one-third  of  the  total.  Exports 
of  29.5  million  pounds  to  the  United  States  were  Q.k  million  pounds  above 
1956  and  set  an  all-time  high.    There  were  substantial  increases  in 
exports  to  Italy,  France,  the  Soviet  Union,  Egypt,  Hungary,  and  the 
United  Kingdom. 


Countries  showing  smaller  purchases  included  Austria,  Finland, 
Switzerland,  and  Portugal.    Exports  to  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  bloc 
countries  in  Eastern  Europe  combined  totaled  14.1  million  pounds  in 
1957>  compared  with  8.0  million  in  1956. 

TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:     Greece,  exports  by  country 
of  destination  1955-57 


Country  of  destination 


1955 


1956 


1957  1/ 


:  1,000 

:  pounds 

United  States  :  22,659 

Germany,  West   :  4l,508 

Germany,  East  :  2,504 

So viet  Union  :  1,426 

Hungary  :  3,940 

Poland  : 

Czechoslovakia  : 

United  Kingdom  :  3,133 

Austria  :  5,615 

Finland  ;  2  679 

France  :  13^333 

Italy  :  7,709 

Belgium  :  3,325 

Switzerland  :  3, 567 

Egypt  :  3,633 

Portugal  :  1,263 

Others  ;  4,  668 

Total  :  120,962 

l/  Preliminary. 


1,000 
pounds 

21,1^7 

30,765 
1,601 

4,255 
567 
66 
1,530 

1A77 
9,7^2 
4,i4o 

10,1*12 

4,652 
2,595 
1,997 
1,863 


1,000 
pounds 

29,5H 
50,950 
1,756 
6,748 
3,^03 
552 

1,677 
2,000 

8,035 
2,^90 
12,256 

10,177 
5,690 

1,971 
4,119 

1)364 
6,242 


107,031 


l48,94l 


Source:     1955-56,  Monthly  Bulletin  of  External 
Tobacco  Review. 
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FLUE -CURED  CROP  STILL  BELOW 
REQUIREMENTS  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA 

The  1957  crop  of  flue -cured  tobacco  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
was  2h.k  million  pounds,  about  k  million  pounds  larger  than  in  195°,  and 
considerably  larger  than  the  small  13-million  pound  crop  of  1955* 

Although  production  is  increasing,  it  has  not  been  enough  to  meet 
requirements  in  the  Union.    Expanding  domestic  use  reached  27.8  million 
pounds  in  I956  and  may  be  more  than  30  million  in  1957-    This  shortage, 
as  in  the  past,  may  be  expected  to  be  made  up  by  imports  from  the 
Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland.    Flue -cured  harvests  are  increasing 
rapidly  as  South  African  farmers  become  more  familiar  with  the  Orinoco 
type.    The  Union  expects  to  have  a  surplus  by  i960. 

Crops  of  both  light  and  dark  air-cured  were  below  the  level  of 
domestic  use  in  I956,  making  it  necessary  to  import  ^.3  million  pounds. 
During  1957,  production  of  both  types  increased  and  more  nearly  covered 
requirements,  and  imports  of  light  and  dark  air-cured  declined  to  3.3 
million  pounds.    In  1957,  the  United  States  exported  1.7  million  pounds 
of  tobacco,  primarily  dark  air-cured,  to  the  Union. 

CUBAN  EXPORTS  OF  TOBACCO 
LARGER  IN  1957 

Cuban  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco,  which  had  declined  from  k'J.k 
million  pounds  in  1955  to  k6.3  million  in  1956,  rose  in  1957  to  5^.7 
million  pounds.    Exports  of  cigars  continued  their  sharp  rise  from  52.9 
million  pieces  in  1955  to  62.6  million  in  1956  and  73.5  million  in  1957- 
Cigarette  exports,  however,  dropped  slightly  from  26.9  million  pieces 
in  1956  to  2^.7  million  in  1957,  possibly  as  a  result  of  larger  domestic 
consumption. 


FLUE-CURED  PRODUCTION  IN 
BURMA  INCREASES  IN  1957 

Burma's  production  of  flue-cured  tobacco  increased  from  2.5  million 
pounds  in  1956  to  3.5  million  in  1957,  continuing  its  rise  from  the  .5 
million  pounds  average  production  in  1950-5^.    Total  leaf  production  at 
107.1  million  pounds  was  off  slightly  from  the  IO7.8  million  grown  in 
1956. 

Burma's  growing  domestic  cigarette  industry  has  strongly  encouraged 
larger  crops  of  local  flue-cured.    Domestic  output  of  cigarettes  increased 
from  80.6  million  pieces  in  1953  to  kl6.6  million  in  I956  and  an  estimated 
600.0  million  pieces  in  1957.    Despite  larger  crops  of  domestic  flue-cured 
tobacco,  Burma  continues  to  import  some  for  blending  to  provide  a  more 
acceptable  cigarette. 
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COLOMBIAN  TOBACCO  CROP 
UP  SLIGHTLY  IN  1957 

Colombia's  1957  crop  of  tobacco,  at  82.9  million  pounds,  was  only 
slightly  larger  than  the  1956  harvest  although  considerably  more  acreage 
was  planted.    Tobacco  yields  per  acre  in  1957  were  below  those  of  1956 
due  to  the  drought  over  most  of  the  country.    Practically  all  of  the 
leaf  produced  was  of  dark  air-cured  varieties  but  the  Tobacco  Institute 
is  continuing  experiments  with  flue -cured  and  Burley. 

During  the  first  8  months  of  1957;  Colombia  exported  9*8  million 
pounds  of  unmanufactured  tobacco,  compared  with  11, k  million  during  all 
of  1956.    West  Germany  was  the  best  customer  again  in  1957;  taking  6.3 
million  pounds  in  the  first  8-months.    Both  France  and  Algeria  took  much 
more  leaf  this  period  than  in  all  of  1956. 


SMALLER  BRAZIL  NUT  PRODUCTION  FORECAST 

The  1958  Brazil  nut  crop  is  unofficially  forecast  at  37; 000  short  tons, 
in- shell,  or  12  percent  smaller  than  the  estimated  k2, 000  tons  in  1957* 
Though  smaller  than  the  tonnages    of  the  past  few  seasons,  the  1958  harvest 
will  be  well  above  the  28,700-ton  average  for  the  years  1950-5^.    About  60 
percent  of  the  1958  crop  will  come  from  the  Para  region  and  the  balance 
from  the  Amazonas. 

BRAZIL  NUTS,  IN- SHELL:     Supply  and  distribution, 
unshelled  basis,  1957 

1957 


Short  tons 


Beginning  stocks   500 

Production   k2, 000 

Total  supply   42,500 


Domestic  consumption   500 

Losses  in  processing   1,200 

Exports  1/  2/   38,800 

End  stocks,  12/31/57   2,000 

Total  distribution   42,500 


l/  Shell-out  of  36  percent  used  in  conversions  to  in- shell 
~~    basis  (field  run).     2/  Brazilian  Ministry  of  Finance. 

Brazil  nut  prices  declined  generally  during  1957;  particularly  after 
foreign  exporters  had  accumulated  stocks.    Unshelled  nuts  opened  at  11  cents 
per  pound  f .o.b.  for  medium  sizes  and  13  to  Ik  cents    for  large  sizes  of 
choice  quality.    Prices  later  dropped  to  8  and  10  cents  respectively  per 
pound.  (Continued) 
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During  raid-March  of  1958;  offers  for  medium  nuts  (f.o.b.)  were 
between  10  and  12  cents  per  pound.     Opening  prices  for  shelled  Brazil  nuts 
in  1957  were  ^3  cents  per  pound  (f.o.b.),  with  prices  declining  to  a  low 
of  36  cents  per  pound  as  the  season  advanced.    This  season,  shelled  nut 
prices  were  38  to  k-0  cents  for  small  and  medium  nuts  and  35  to  37  cents 
for  larger  nuts  during  early  March.    Demand  was  slow  for  the  larger  nuts. 


BRAZIL  NUTS:    Brazilian  exports,  by  country  of 
destination,  1956  and  1957 


Country  of 
destination 


Shelled 


1956 


1957 


Unshelled 


1956 


1957 


•  Short  tons 

• 

United  States  :  9,763 

United  Kingdom  :  5,285 

Argentina  :   

Belgium- Luxembourg  :   

Canada  :  353 

Denmark  :  50 

Germany,  West  :  i+31 

Norway  :  33 

Spain  :  292 

Other  countries  :  31 

• 

Total  :  16,238 


Short  tons 

3,901 
2,128 


127 
"67 

38 


Short  tons 


6,261 


Short  tons 


3,723 
9,71^  ' 

:  7,813 

:  9,651 

160 

152 

-  28 

:  269 

78 

:  106 

3,085 

:  3,5^8 

230  : 

36k  ! 

57 

:  2 

17,613 

21,14-17 

Exporters  are  reportedly  polishing  unshelled  Brazil  nuts  in  rotating 
drums  in  order  to  improve  their  appearance  and  make  them  more  saleable 
when  later  retailed  in  plastic  bag  and  cellophane  consumer  containers. 


CANADIAN  JULY-MARCH  1957-58  WHEAT  EXPORTS 
2  PERCENT  BELOW  LAST  YEAR 

Canadian  wheat  and  flour  exports  during  the  first  9  months  (July- 
March  of  1957-58  are  tentatively  estimated  at  approximately  220  million 
bushels,  compared  with  22^  million  in  the  same  period  in  1956-57*  This 
is  a  decline  of  2  percent.    The  reduction  is  due  mainly  to  smaller  exports 
to  Western  Europe,  which  had  a  record  crop  last  year. 

Official  February  and  March  export  figures  are  not  yet  available. 
The  estimated  July-March  total  is  based  on  official  figures  of  the  Dominion 
Bureau  of  Statistics  for  July-January  1957-58,  estimates  of  the  Board  of 
Grain  Commissioners  for  February  and  March  1958  wheat  exports,  preliminary 
customs  returns  for  February  flour  exports,  and  estimated  March  exports 
of  flour. 
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WHEAT  AM)  FLOUR:    Canadian  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July-January  1956-57  and  July-January  1957-58 


Destination 

:      July-January  1956-57 

:  July- 
1  

January  '. 

L957-58 

.  Wheat 

.  Flour 

* 

.  Total 

,  Wheat 
» 

.  Flour 

• 

• 

■  • 

Total 

Western  Hemisphere: 

1,000  bushels,  .grain  equiv* 

• 

.:'  3,939 

i  0z>C 

:   4, 1  yi 

:  0,1.30 

:  937 

: 

7,073 

:  o^o 

903 

!  151 

:  054 

• 
• 

1,015 

British  West  Indies  . . 

. :  13 

:  3,041 

t  3,054 

1  11 

:  3,01o 

s 

3,029 

. :  1 

s  232 

£  233 

[  1 

i  304 

• 
• 

305 

:  2,156 

0    oi  rv 

:  Cfdisj 

!  03 

:  2,Oo3 

* 

2,146 

;       29U  i 

t  575 

• 
* 

575 

rs    1  On 

!  15 

s  2,504 

1  754 

:  lo 

: 

r~»  n  s\ 

770 

!  1,040 

\    1, O40  : 

:  980 

• 
• 

9o0 

.:  6,857 

:  8,178 

:  15,035  i 

!  7,721 

:  8,172 

% 

15,893 

Europe: 

: 

J,4JP  < 

1  <73 

1 

■    £7  Q<o 

:  7,255 

1  65,208  s 

:  53,996 

:  7,808 

% 

ox,  0U4 

:    2,583  1 

1,013 

:  1 

% 

l  m  It 

•     ft  Q~\K 

1  5 

:    8,940  ! 

13,401 

:  1 

% 

JO,4Ut 

■  •  9,162 

1  333 

:    9,495  : 

8,343 

:  177 

% 

8,520 

s    1,471  : 

1,325 

:  — 

• 

1,325 

;  y 

:  30,416  : 

19,040 

:  — 

a 

19,0U0 

:    4,371  ! 

— 

■ 
• 

1  y 

:    5,960  ) 

1,520 

!  ^ 

1,520 

~\  070 
J,  7  17 

t 

3,979 

!           —  ; 

:    4,127  s 

7,505 

%  _ 

0 
& 

7,505 

!  3 

i    2,773  s 

1,376 

: 

« 
• 

1,376 

176  i 

2,820  : 

1,587 

:  103 

1,690 

'  =  

7,772  ! 

144,198  i 

114,658 

:  8,090 

: 122, 748 

Asia: 

•  * 

« 

* 
■ 

2  ! 

:          2  : 

4,11*1 

:  21 

! 

U,162 

J/  ' 

1,008  : 

1,236 

*  y 

i 

1,236 

Philippine  Republic  . . 

3,620  ! 

3,620  : 

:  3,192 

t 

3,192 

58U  ! 

21,808  : 

25,213 

:  470 

1 

25,683 

1,235  i 

2,735  : 

351 

*  900 

: 

1,251 

23,732  j 

5,U4l  s 

29,173  : 

30,941 

s  4,583 

I 

35,524 

1,183  : 

2,422  : 

353 

:  762 

: 

1,115 

43  ! 

43  1 

1  28 

: 

28 

22,617  s 

190,871  : 

153,673 

:  21,635 

»175,3Q8 

\j  Less  than  500  bushels. 
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Following  ars  preliminary  estimates  in  million  bushels  (grain  equivalent) 
of  the  quantities  of  wheat  and  flour  exported  to  specified  countries  during 
July-February  compared  with  exports  of  a  year  earlier,  shown  in  parentheses: 
United  Kingdom,  68.2  (71.9);  Japan,  28.3  (23.0);  West  Germany,  20.1  (33-7); 
Netherlands,  1^  (8.9);  India,  9-1  (insignificant);  Belgium- Luxembourg, 
8.7  (11.6);  U.S.S.R.,  7.5  (^.1);  United  States,  7-3  (5-7);  Poland,  h  0  (2.6); 
Philippine  Republic,  3-5  (^.2);  Switzerland,  2.8  {6.k);  Norway,  2.0  (3.8), 
and  Italy  l.lj-  (2.8) . 


DENMARK  LIBERALIZES  IMPORTS  OF  CORN,  OATS, 
BARLEY  AND  CERTAIN  FEEDING  MEALS 

The  Danish  Government  has  added  corn,  oats,  barley,  mixtures  of  these 
grains,  and  tapioca  and  manioc  feeding  meals  to  the  list  of  commodities 
which  can  be  freely  imported.    Imports  of  these  commodities  from  both  the 
dollar  and  European  Payment  Union  countries  without  application  for  a 
license  are  now  possible. 

Heretofore,  corn,  oats,  and  barley  could  be  imported  freely  from  only 
the  EPU    countries.    For  importation  from  the  dollar  area,  licenses  were 
required,  although  corn  licenses  were  issued  as  applied  for.    Milo  corn 
is  the  only  feed  grain  which  in  the  past  could  be  freely  imported  from  all 
countries.    It  will  remain  in  that  category. 

Danish  authorities  had  claimed  that  unrestricted  importation    of  oats 
and  barley  from  dollar  countries  was  unnecessary  since  these  grains  could  be 
obtained  at  lower  prices  from  non-dollar  areas.    The  restrictions,  however, 
have  now  been  removed  to  end  their  repercussions  on  domestic  prices  of  these 
grains . 

Additional  factors  which  the  government  considers    in  determining  or 
reviewing  its  grain  and  feed  import  policy  (and  which  it  formerly  considered 
in  formulating  decisions  about  applications  for  import  licenses)  are 
Denmark* s  foreign  exchange  reserves  and  the  domestic  livestock  industry's 
feed  grain  requirements. 


COLOMBIA'S  EXCHANGE  SYSTEM  ALTERED 
BY  COFFEE  RETENTION  PLAN 

After  extended  deliberation,  the  Colombian  Parity  Economic  Commission 
has  agreed  on  a  compromise  plan  to  finance  coffee  retentions  and  stabilize 
the  exchange  market. 

The  implementing  decree,  issued  March  27,  provides  for  surrender  of 
all  export  dollar  earnings  to  the  Central  Bank  at  a  rate  which  is  initially 
Ps.  6.10  per  U.  S.  $1.00  but  which  will  be  altered  every  k  months. 
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The  Central  Bank  will  sell  the  dollars  to  importers  at  periodic 
auctions ,  and  the  difference  between  the  buying  rate  and  auction  rate  will 
be  used  to  finance  coffee  retentions.    Under  the  new  policy  10  percent 
of  the  coffee  that  is  to  be  exported  will  be  deposited  with  the  National 
Coffee  Federation,  and  the  surrender  price  per  70  kg.  bag  of  coffee  has 
been  lowered  to  U.  S.  $85  from  the  former  rate  of  U.  S.  $100.    Freight  and 
the  10  percent  remittance  tax  must  now  be  paid  with  free  dollars,  rather 
than  certificates,  as  in  the  past.    The  15  percent  export  tax  will 
continue  in  effect  under  the  new  policy. 

Export  registrations  of  coffee  were  stopped  for  h  days  to  prevent 
exporters  from  making  a  last-minute  attempt  to  avoid  surrendering  their 
dollars  to  the  Central  Bank  at  the  fixed  rate  of  Ps.  6.10. 

Alterations  in  Colombia's  exchange  system  largely  affect  the  country's 
exports,  and  most  of  the  old  features  that  apply  to  imports  have  not  been 
changed.    For  example,  imports  will  continue  to  be  divided  into  3  groups: 
a  prohibited  list,  a  list  of  goods  subject  to  specific  licensing,  and  a 
group  of  commodities  which  can  be  imported  without  quantitative  restrictions. 

Imports,  with  the  exception  of  specified  official  imports,  will 
continue  to  be  subject  to  advance  deposits.    Certain  specified  imports 
amounting  to  approximately  50  percent  of  total  imports,  are  subject  to  a 
20  percent  advance  deposit.    All  other  imports  are  subject  to  a  100  percent 
advance  deposit. 

COLOMBIA  TO  BARTER  COFFEE 
FOR  SYRIAN  WHEAT 

The  Colombian  Press  recently  reported  that  the  National  Coffee 
Federation  had  signed  a  barter  agreement  with  the  Government  of  Syria  for 
9,^-00  metric  tons  of  wheat  in  exchange  for  an  unspecified  amount  of 
Colombian  coffee.    The  wheat  was  valued  at  U.  S.  $1,100,000,  which  would 
represent  about  13,500  bags  of  coffee  at  current  prices,  or  about  16 
percent  of  Colombia' s  average  shipments  in  one  week. 

CUBA  AUTHORIZES  MANUFACTURE 
OF  HIGH-TEST  MOLASSES 

On  March  27,  1958,  the  Cuban  Government  authorized  the  production  of 
at  least  100  million  gallons  of  high-test  molasses  from  the  current  sugar- 
cane crop.    The  authorization  had  been  widely  expected. 

The  government  said  the  manufacture  would  provide  at  least  30  days 
employment  to  workers  at  Centrals  having  the  cane  available  for  it,  and 
that  it  would  add  more  than  $20  million  to  the  Cuban  economy.     The  molasses 
to  be  manufactured  already  has-  been  sold,  reports  state,  for  2  cents  per 
pound,  sugar  content. 
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YEMEN'S  1957  COFFEE  PRODUCTION 
ABOUT  EQUAL  TO  1956 

Coffee  production  in  Yemen  was  about  the  same  in  1957  as  in  195^  — 
about  90,000  bags  of  132  pounds. 

Yemen's  coffee  continued  to  be  in  demand  in  Europe  and  the  United 
States  in  1957*    External  demand  fell  rather  sharply  in  the  summer  and 
fall  of  1957;  hut  improved  toward  the  end  of  the  year.    Most  of  Yemen's 
coffee  exports  are  through  the  port  of  Aden.     Coffee  merchants  in  Aden 
generally  operate  on  a  commission  basis.    Few,  therefore,  build  up 
inventories  in  order  to  speculate  on  future  prices. 

AUSTRALIA  PLANNING  WHEAT  RESEARCH 
AND  MARKET  DEVELOPMENT 

Australia  plans  to  assist  wheat  growers  in  research  and  market 
development  work  similar  to  that  carried  on  in  the  United  States. 

The  Australian  grower  contributes  a  farthing  (U.  S.   .003)  per  bushel 
imposed  by  1957  legislation.    The  Commonwealth  Government  is  to  match 
the  grower's  contribution.    Each  wheat-growing  State  has  set  up  a  wheat 
research  committee  and  in  February  1958  the  Wheat  Industry  Research 
Council  was  inaugurated.    The  Council  will  act  as  the  commonwealth  body 
and  will  make  recommendations  regarding  expenditure  of  the  commonwealth's 
contribution. 

Much  money  is  already  being  spent  on  wheat  research,  and  the  addi- 
tional contributions  by  the  Commonwealth  and  the  growers  will  permit  the 
undertaking  of  a  broad  and  coordinated  long-term  research  program.  This 
covers  all  phases  of  the  wheat  industry  from  growing  better  varieties, 
to  the  study  of  all  marketing  problems,  including  development  projects 
in  foreign  markets.    Wheat  is  the  fifth  rural  industry  for  which  a  body 
has  been  set  up  to  administer  research  funds  jointly  contributed  by  the 
industry  and  government.    The  others  were  wool,  barley,  tobacco,  and 
fruit. 

ARGENTINE  GRAIN  EXPORTS 
DOWN  11  PERCENT 

Argentine  bread  and  coarse  grains  exported  during  the  first  8  months 
(July-February)  of  1957-58  totaled  2,858,000  metric  tons,  compared  with 
3,219,000  tons  in  the  same  period  a  year  earlier--a  reduction  of  11  per- 
cent.    Substantially  increased  exports  of  wheat  to  West  Germany,  Chile, 
and  the  United  Kingdom  failed  to  offset  large  reductions  in  exports  to 
Brazil  and  Italy.     Corn  and  barley  exports,  almost  entirely  to  Europe, 
were  also  greatly  reduced.    On  the  other  hand,  exports  of  rye  and  oats 
increased  by  ^1  and  Qk  percent  respectively,  with  all  the  rye  and 
practically  all  the  oats  going  to  Europe  in  both  years. 
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GRAIN:    Argentine  exports,  July-February  1956-57  and  1957-58 


Country  of         :  :    R       :    Corn  :    0ats  :  Total 


:  -  Metric  tons  - 

July-February  1956-57:  :            i            :  :  : 

United  State  :  -:       -    :       -    :  5,559:  -    :  5,559 

Peru  :  71,125:       -    :       -    :  -    :  -    :  71,125 

Chile  :  98,560:       -    :       -    :  -    :  -    :  98,560 

Brazil  :  7U*,858:       -    :       -    :  3,992:  -    :  718,850 

Paraguay  :  15,988:       -    :       -    :  -    :  -    :  15,988 

Uruguay  :  -:       -:       -:  -:  5,657:  5,657 

Sweden  :  -    :       619:       -    :  -    :  -    :  619 

Norway  :  2,200:    8,150:       -    :  -    :  -    :  10,350 

Denmark  :  U,l50:  11,200:    3,813:  11,751*:  -    i  30,917 

United  Kingdom  ....:  95,1*36:       -    :13U,779  :  7,005:  19,121*:  256,31*1* 

Netherlands   :  65,116:  31,918: 162, 81*1:  39,717:103,121*:  1*02,716 

Belgium-Luxembourg  :  33,31*6:  17,533:11*2, 71*8:  9,801:  30,280:  233,708 

Franc  :  33,880:       -    :  130, 953:  ll*:  -    :  161*,  81*7 

Germany,  West  :  77,260:  18,231:155,115  :  56,1*55:227,309:  53U,370 

Austria  :  1,550:       -    :    5,500  :  388:  -    :  7,1*38 

Czechoslovakia  ...•:  -       :       -    :       -    :  -    :  2,000:  2,000 

Switzerland  :  5,638:    U,5l6:  19,171*:  2,275  :  3,295  :  3l*,898 

Finland  :  1*,1*00  :  22,250:    8,379:  -    :  -    :  35,029 

Italy  :  308,278:  35,888:120,630:  1*0,531:  2l*,763:  530,090 

Yugoslavia  :  1*50:       -    :       -    t  -    t  378i  828 

Japan  :  -    :       -    :  58,727:  -    :  -    :  58,727 

Total  :l,5j2-,^$:150j05:^;65^177,^l:U15,$>30:3,2-ia;620 


July-February  1957-58:  :           :           :  :  : 

United  States   :  -    :       -    :        25:  -    s       -    :  2$ 

Peru  :  52,315:       -    :    6,000:  -    :       -    :  58,315 

Chile  :  19U,  lm :       -    :        75:  -    :       -    :  19l*,569 

Brazil  :  391,287:       -    :       -    :  3,831:       252:  395,370 

Paraguay  :  39,950:       -    :       -    :  -    :       -    :  39,950 

Sweden  :  300:    6,600:       100:  1,996:       -    :  8,996 

Norway   1,000:    6,825:       -    :  -    :       -    :  7,825 

United  Kingdom  ....:  161*, 728:       953  :    9,015  :  21,1*58:    1,030:  197,181* 

Denmark  :  13,372  :    2,550  :    2,250  :  3l*,056:       -    :  52,228 

Netherlands   :  1*5,338:  51,801:11*0,576:  67,398:  1*7,527  :  352,61*0 

Belgium-Luxembourg  :  53,1*1*1*:  11,71*1:11*5,827:  20,936:  21,651:  253,599 

France  :  12,300:       -    :    1*,085  :  510:    1,1*90:  18,385 

Germany,  West  :  21*2,509  :  55,210:  71,705  :  75,305:21*5,138:  689,867 

Austria  :  550  :    2,000  :    3,1*05:  1*50:       930  :  7,335 

Switzerland  :  13,000:    2,000:  U*,355:  30,313:    2,1*21:  62,089 

Finland  :  -    :  21,515:       -    :  800:       -    t  22,315 

Spain  :  1*,800:       -    :       -    :  -    :       -    i  1*,800 

Italy  :  7l*,33l*:  51,001:206,1*1*5  :  66,050:  1*8,873:  1*1*6,703 

Yugoslavia  :  1,000:       -    :       -    :  2,990:    8,295:  12,285 

Japan   -    :       -    :    5,707:  -    :       -    :  5,707 

North  Africa  :  9,385:       -    :       700:  -    :       -    :  10,085 

South  Africa  :  16,660:       -    :       -    :  -    :    1,250:  17,910 

Total  173^766:2^,196:616, 
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MALAYA  EXPECTS  COFFEE  ACREAGE  INCREASE 

Malaya  plans  to  diversify  its  agricultural  economy,  and  expects 
expansion  of  coffee  planting  by  10,000  acres  to  decrease  dependence  upon 
imports.    Malayan  coffee  acreage  rose  from  7,000  acres  in  19^8  to  13,000 
in  1956.    Possibilities  of  new  coffee-growing  areas  will  be  investigated, 
and  potential  coffee  land  placed  under  control  of  the  respective  State 
Land  Development  Boards. 


NEW  ZEALAND  WOOL 
EXPORTS  DECLINE 

Exports  of  raw  wool  from  New  Zealand  during  the  first  7  months 
( July- January)  of  the  1957-58  season  were  8  percent  less  than  in  the 
same  months  of  the  previous  season.    A  sharp  drop  in  exports  to  the  United 
Kingdom  and  lesser  declines  to  Italy  and  Poland  more  than  offset  slight 
gains  to  the  United  States,  Japan,  and  West  Germany. 

Shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom  probably  were  affected  by  the 
increased  interest  rates  on  credit  purchases  and  the  decline  in  mill 
consumption  during  the  last  quarter  of  1957. 


RAW  WOOL:    Exports  from  New  Zealand,  by  actual  weight,  July-January 

1956-57  and  1957-58 


Country  of  destination 


July  -  January 


1956-57 


1957-58 


Million  pounds 


United  Kingdom. 

France  

United  States. . 
Germany,  West. , 

Belgium  , 

Italy  

Japan  , 

Poland  

Netherlands . . . 

Canada  

U.S.S.R  

Other  

Total. . . . 


96 
32 
20 
16 

7 
9 
2 

9 
5 
2 

5 


209 


81 

29 
23 
17 
7 

6 
6 
6 

3 
2 
2 
10 


192 
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SWISS  MEAT  PRODUCTION  UP 

Heavy  production  from  domestic  livestock  pushed  Swiss  meat  production 
up  almost  k  percent  from  ^73  million  pounds  in  195&  to  k^2  million  'pounds 
in  1957.    Hog  slaughter  rose  most  sharply,  totaling  1,315,1^6  head  in  1957, 
up  more  than  k  percent  over  1956.     Cattle  and  calf  slaughter  also  rose 
during  1957,  with  declines  in  sheep,  goat,  and  horse  slaughter. 

The  heavy  domestic  production  caused  Switzerland  to  reduce  slaughter 
livestock  and  meat  imports  to  maintain  prices  during  1957 •    With  cattle 
and  hog  numbers  high  at  present,  meat  production  in  1958  is  expected  to 
remain  heavy  and  imports  will  probably  be  limited.     Switzerland  imported 
in  1957  about  1,210,000  pounds  of  meat  and  886,000  pounds  of  variety 
meat  from  the  United  States. 


AUSTRALIA  WILL  NOT  INCREASE  BEEF  EXPORTS 
TO  NON-BRITISH  DESTINATIONS 

The  United  Kingdom  has  decided  not  to  increase  the  quantity  of  beef 
which  Australia  is  authorized  to  ship  to  non-United  Kingdom  destinations 
under  the  U.  K. -Australian  meat  agreement. 

Australia,  whose  meat  production  has  been  unusually  large  recently 
because  of  heavy  slaughter  in  drought  areas,  requested  an  increase  in 
shipments  to  non-British  areas  last  October.    The  proposal  had  been 
encouraged  by  the  meat  trade,  which  hoped  to  develop  an  export  market  in 
the  United  States  for  boneless  beef.    The  15,000  long  tons  "free"  quota 
is  mostly  obligated  and  cannot  be  used  for  much  market  development. 


NEW  ZEALAND  CATTLE  EXPORTS 
TO  U.  S.  EXPECTED  IN  MAY 

Trial  shipments  of  New  Zealand  steers  to  the  United  States  West  Coast 
are  expected  to  begin  in  May.    New  Zealand  press  reports  state  that  four 
shipments  of  about  1,500  each  have  been  arranged. 

The  number  of  New  Zealand  cattle  exported  to  the  United  States  is 
expected  to  be  limited  by  cost  and  other  factors.     Since  commercial 
slaughter  in  the  United  States  was  about  2.2  million  head  in  January  1958, 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  livestock  officials  do  not  believe  the 
proposed  New  Zealand  exports  will  measurably  affect  cattle  prices  in  this 
country. 

Cattle  imports  from  New  Zealand  are  permissible  as  long  as  they  meet 
the  rigid  U.  S.  health  and  inspection  requirements.    There  is  a  U.  S. 
tariff  of  one  and  one-half  cent  per  pound,  with  a  higher  rate  if  exports 
exceed  certain  numbers  per  quarter  and  per  year. 
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AUSTRALIA  BANS  RUMINANT  IMPORTS 

Australia  canned  all  ruminant  imports  as  of  May  1,  1958.    The  ban 
was  put  into  effect  to  protect  sheep  flocks  against  "blue  tongue" 
disease . 

BRITISH  IMPORTS  OF  WOOL  AND  MOHAIR  DECLINE 

The  United  Kingdom's  wool  imports  in  January  amounted  to  6l.^  million 
pounds,  compared  with  86.6  million  a  year  earlier  and  88. k  million  pounds 
in  January  1956. 

British  imports  of  mohair  in  January  also  were  down  sharply,  to  1+^8,000 
pounds,  compared  with  2.6  million  pounds  a  year  earlier  and  1.9  million 
pounds  in  January  1956. 


JAPAN  ANNOUNCES  WOOL 
IMPORT  ALLOCATION 

Japan  has  announced  that  its  semi-annual  import  allocation  for  wool 
is  350,000  bales  for  the  April-September  195&  period.    This  is  27  percent 
less  than  for  the  same  period  last  year.    Actual  purchases  depend  some- 
what on  the  price  of  wool,  as  the  allocation  is  in  a  given  amount  of 
foreign  exchange  rather  than  bales  of  wool.    Lower  wool  prices  resulted 
in  larger  purchases  than  expected  during  the  6-month  period  ending 
March  31,  1958. 


INDONESIAN  SUGAR  PRODUCTION 
EXPECTED  TO  DROP 

Local  observers  expect  Indonesia  to  produce  considerably  less  sugar 
in  the  approaching  1958  season  than  in  the  season  now  ending.  Production 
of  milled  sugar  in  I958  may  be  as  low  as  770,000  short  tons,  in  contrast 
to  the  908,000  (revised)  produced  in  1957  and  866,000  in  1956.    The  sharp 
reduction  is  expected  to  result  from  the  loss  of  skilled  managers,  and 
from  thefts  of  equipment,  especially  copper  items. 

If  Indonesia  allowed  its  1958  production  to  go  on  the  local  market, 
domestic  consumption  could  absorb  the  entire  reduced  supply.    The  price 
of  sugar  in  Indonesia  is  above  the  equivalent  world  price.    However,  as  a 
matter  of  policy  and  to  obtain  foreign  exchange,  Indonesia  probably  will 
export  perhaps  as  much  as  110,000  short  tons,  gross  weight.  Exports 
from  the  1957  crop  were  slightly  more  than  160,000  short  tons. 
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BELGIAN  CONGO  BUYS 
LESS  U.  S.  MILK 

Imports  of  U.  S.  dry  whole  milk  into  the  Belgian  Congo  dropped  to 
about  one-half  million  pounds  in  1957  from  over  a  million  pounds  in 
1956.    Increased  imports  from  the  Netherlands  about  offset  the  decline. 

The  U.  S.  share  of  the  Belgian  Congo  market  declined  to  12  percent 
from  28  percent  in  1956.    The  drop  is  attributed  principally  to  lower 
prices  from  competing  exporters.    Due  to  some  deterioration  in  general 
economic  conditions  in  the  Congo ,  total  imports  of  dairy  products  may 
decline  in  1958. 


WEST  GERMANY  WITHHOLDS  IMPORT 
TENDERS  FOR  BUTTER 

West  Germany  imported  102  million  pounds  of  butter  in  1957;  one- 
third  more  than  in  1956.    Cheese  imports  were  up  15  percent  to  182 
million  pounds.    Germany  continued  to  rank  second  only  to  the  United 
Kingdom  as  an  international  market  for  dairy  products.    However,  local 
milk  and  butter  production  increased  in  late  1957  relative  to  the 
previous  year,  and  with  heavy  imports  the  domestic  price  structure 
for  dairy  products  was  threatened.    The  government  has  responded  by 
not  issuing  new  import  tenders  for  butter. 

West-  Germany  imports  dairy  products  mainly  from  the  Netherlands 
and  Denmark.    There  were  no  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1957 • 


SWEDISH  SHOPPERS  PURCHASE 
LOW-PRICED  DANISH  BUTTER 

Swedish  citizens  are  taking  advantage  of  the  low  Danish  butter 
price  (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  10  and  March  17,  1958) 
through  shopping  tours  to  Denmark.    During  the  week  of  February  16 
to  22,  about  80,000  Swedish  shoppers  brought  1.7  million  pounds  of 
duty-free  Danish  food  stuffs  into  Sweden,  including  an  estimated 
5^5 > 000  pounds  of  butter.    Until  recently,  the  Swedish  Customs  Office 
has  permitted  the  entrance  of  10  kilograms  (22  pounds)  of  duty-free 
food.    Through  pressure  from  various  farm  organizations,  this  limit 
was  reduced  to  5  kilograms. 

In  February,  when  the  wholesale  price  of  Danish  butter  was  reduced 
to  29.6  cents  per  pound,  the  wholesale  price  of  butter  in  Sweden  was 
60.1  cents  per  pound. 
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NEW  ZEALAND  SHIPS  MORE  BUTTER 
AND  CHEESE  TO  U.  K. 

Arrivals  of  New  Zealand  "butter  in  United  Kingdom  ports  during  February 
1958  were  kl.'J  million  pounds,  compared  with  38.^  million  pounds  a  year 
earlier.    Arrivals  of  cheese  at  16.0  million  pounds  were  ^.7  million  pounds 
higher  than  those  for  February  1957- 

March  arrivals  of  "butter  are  expected  to  be  much  higher  than  in 
March  1957,  "but  cheese  arrivals  probably  will  be  considerably  smaller. 

U.  K.  ANNOUNCES  LOWER 
MILK  AND  EGG  GUARANTEES 

During  1958-59  the  United  Kingdom  will  pay  reduced  guaranteed  prices 
for  milk  and  eggs  as  part  of  its  plan  to  control  the  rising  subsidy  pay- 
ments to  dairy  and  poultry  farmers.    In  view  of  the  fall  in  market  prices 
for  these  commodities,  the  guaranteed  price  for  milk  during  1958-59 
(June  1  to  May  30)  will  be  equivalent  to  $^.27  per  cwt.,  11.3  cents  per 
cwt.  below  the  1957-58  guaranteed  price. 

The  guaranteed  price  for  hen  eggs  next  season  was  announced  as  about 
61.2  cents  per  dozen,  a  drop  of  2.0  cents  from  the  current  guaranteed 
price . 

VIETNAMESE  RICE 
EXPORTS  SUSPENDED 

Licenses  to  export  rice  from  South  Vietnam  have  been  suspended  until 
supplies  available  from  the  1957-58  crop  have  been  determined.    The  extent 
of  the  crop  losses  from  drought  are  not  yet  known. 

Preliminary  plans  called  for  exports  of  250,000  metric  tons  of  milled 
rice  in  19 58.    At  the  time  licenses  were  suspended,  10^,000  tons  had  been 
exported. 

RAINS  IMPROVE  AUSTRALIA'S 
1958  GRAIN  PROSPECTS 

Extensive  rains  over  much  of  eastern  Australia  in  early  March  greatly 
improved  the  outlook  for  the  1958  grain  crop.    Drought  over  the  eastern 
States  sharply  reduced  Australia's  1957  wheat  production,  especially  in  New 
South  Wales  and  Queensland.    Following  the  rains,  there  was  sufficient 
moisture  for  seeding  winter  grains. 

Indications  are  that  farmers  in  eastern  Australia  expect  to  make  sharp 
increases  in  areas  seeded  to  wheat,  barley,  and  oats.    Rains  over  most  of 
New  South  Wales  eased  a  serious  water  shortage.    The  wheat  crop  there  in 
1957  was  only  about  one-fifth  of  average. 
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CANADA'S  SEEDING  PLANS  INDICATE 
SOME  SHIFT  FROM  WHEAT  TO  BARLEY 

Canadian  wheat  growers'  plans  for  a  cut  of  about  ^00,000  acres  from  the 
already  low  1957  wheat  acreage  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  31)  may 
be  attributed  to  a  loss  of  interest  in  growing  durum  in  Saskatchewan  and 
Alberta,  where  rust  has  been  a  hazard  in  recent  years. 

A  slight  increase  in  durum  acreage  is  planned  in  Manitoba,  where  new  rust- 
resistant  varieties  are  available,  but  the  proposed  total  reduction  in  durum 
acreage  is  800,000  acres.    This  reduction  is  partly  offset  by  a  proposed  increase 
of  ^00,000  acres  in  spring  bread  wheat  acreage.    And  a  proposed  increase  of 
ij-00,000  acres  in  barley  would  offset  the  net  cut  in  wheat  this  coming  season. 
Compared  with  1957,  the  planned  increase  in  barley  is  the  largest  increase  in 
grain  acreage. 

The  intended  acreage  of  20.6  million  acres  of  wheat  is  3-1  million  acres 
less  than  the  1952- 56  average  acreage.  Increases  in  acreage  of  barley,  oats, 
flaxseed,  and  rape seed  since  that  time  balance  the  cut  in  wheat. 

NORWAY  IMPORTS  MOSTLY  U.  S.  COTTON 

Cotton  imports  into  Norway  during  August-January  1957-58  were  11,000  bales, 
all  from  the  United  States  except  a  very  small  quantity  from  India.  Total 
imports  were  15  percent  below  the  13,000  bales  imported  in  the  comparable  period 
of  1956-57. 

Imports  in  the  1956-57  season  (August-July)  were  27,000  bales,  up  69  percent 
from  the  16,000-bale  total  in  1955-56.     Imports  from  the  United  States  were 
25,000  bales,  or  92  percent  of  total  imports  in  1956-57,  compared  with  11,000 
bales,  or  69  percent  of  the  total,  in  1955-56.    U.  S.  cotton  is  expected  to 
retain  a  good  share  of  the  Norwegian  market  during  the  rest  of  1957-58,  as  the 
textile  industry  likes  its  high  quality. 

Quantities  imported  in  1956-57  from  sources  other  than  the  United  States, 
with  comparable  1955-56  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    Mexico  1,150  bales 
(3,000);  Paraguay  650  (kjO) ;  Peru  350  (600);  and  India  200  (150). 

Employment  in  the  Norwegian  textile  industry  at  the  end  of  January  was  13 
percent  below  a  year  earlier,  the  backlog  of  orders  was  off  by  33  percent,  and 
finished  goods  held  by  the  industry  increased  by  3^-  percent.    According  to 
industry  sources,  the  decline  in  their  activities  has  occurred  primarily  because 
of  low-priced  imports  from  eastern  European  countries.    The  government  is 
establishing  a  committee  to  consider  dumping  complaints. 

Cotton  consumption  for  the  1957-58  season  is  currently  estimated  at  21,000 
bales,  a  decline  of  about  9  percent  from  the  23,000  bales  used  in  1956-57* 
Cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1957,  were  7,000  bales,  compared  with  3,000  bales  a 
year  earlier.    The  stocks  on  August  1,  1957,  were  made  up  entirely  of  U.  S. 
cotton. 
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MEXICO'S  1958  COTTON  ACREAGE  EXPECTED  TO  BE 
SECOND  LARGEST  ON  RECORD 

Mexico* s  1958  cotton  acreage  is  tentatively  estimated  at  2,410,000  acres. 
This  is  7  percent  higher  than  the  1957  area  of  2,250,000  acres,  and  second  only 
to  the  record  2,700,000  acres  harvested  in  1955. 

The  major  increase  is  expected  in  the  west  coast  states  of  Sonora  and  Sinaloa, 
where  the  water  supply  has  "been  favorable    and  there  has  been  a  shift  from  wheat  to 
cotton  this  year.    Increases  in  area  are  also  forecast  for  Matamoros,  Mexicali,  and 
Juarez,  which  have  more  water  for  irrigation.    Drought  and  consequent  shortage  of 
water  are  expected  to  bring  about  acreage  reductions  in  Laguna,  Delicias,  Nuevo 
Laredo,  Don  Martin,  Monterey,  and  La  Paz. 

Planting  is  now  underway  in  Matamoros  and  the  west  coast  states,  and  land  is 
being  prepared  for  planting  in  most  other  cotton-growing  districts.  Matamoros 
first  plantings  were  destroyed  by  frost,  and  replantings  were  damaged  by  excessive 
rains.    A  shortage  of  certified  planting  seed  has  thus  developed.    As  a  result  of 
the  unfavorable  weather,  production  in  Matamoros  is  expected  to  decrease  somewhat 
from  last  year. 

Cotton  production  during  the  1957-58  season  is  estimated  at  2,080,000  bales 
(500  pounds  gross).    This  is  an  increase  of  16  percent  from  the  1,790,000  bales 
produced  in  195^-57,  and  is  only  8  percent  below  the  record  1955-56  crop  of 
2,250,000  bales.    No  forecast  for  the  1958-59  production  is  yet  available  because 
of  the  uncertainties  of  yields  and  weather  conditions. 

Revised  acreage  and  production  estimates  for  195&  and  1957,  by  regions,  as 
well  as  the  area  forecast  for  1958,  are  as  follows: 


COTTON:    Mexico,  acreage  1955-58,  production  1956  and  1957 


Region 

• 
• 

State  :- 

Acreage 

F reduction 

1955 

:  1956 

:  ."1957  ■ 

.1958  1/ 

:  1956 

:  1957. 

• 
• 

• 
• 

•  1,000 

acres  - 

1,CC0  tales  2/ 

• 
• 

• 

725 

:  672 

:  750 

:     800 ' 

:  422 

:  ^53 

• 

749 

:  367 

:  446 

:  5^0 

:  356 

:  528 

Baja  California. . . : 

432 

:  J+20 

:  450 

:  470 

:  341 

:  413 

Coahuila-Durango . . ; 

319: 

298 

:  243: 

237 

:  355 

:  301 

17^: 

172 

:  173: 

l68< 

187 

253 

Juarez  and 

he- 

52 

!  51: 

72 

!  4o- 

37 

• 

Baja  California. . . : 

26 

:  29« 

:  49: 

47 

:  31 

36 

37 

:  15 

:  13: 

10; 

12; 

5 

37' 

31 

37: 

25' 

:  18: 

18 

Don  Martin 

Nuevo  Leon-  : 

37: 

14! 

12: 

61 

5: 

7 

68; 

25 

26; 

35: 

23: 

29 

2,700: 

2,095: 

2,250; 

2,410: 

1,790: 

2,080 

l/  Forecast.  2/  Bales  of  500  pounds  gross. 
Source:    Unofficial  estimates. 
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Cotton  exports  from  Mexico  during  August-January  1957-58  totaled 
1,003,000  "bales,  down  slightly  from  exports  of  1,014,000  "bales  in  the 
comparable  period  of  1956-57*    Reduced  quantities  were  exported  to 
France  and  Japan,  while  direct  exports  to  the  United  States  increased 
sharply. 

Mexico  is  allowed  to  export  about  18,500  bales  of  cotton  l-l/8 
inches  or  less  in  staple  length  to  the  United  States  under  a  country 
quota.     In  addition,  over  52,500  bales  were  exported  to  the  United 
States  under  the  1957-58  global  quota  for  cotton  1-1/8  inches  or 
longer  in  staple,  before  the  95*000  hale-quota  "became  filled  on 
December  30,  1957 •    This  is  the  first  year  that  as  much  as  3*500  bales 
of  Mexican  cotton  stapling  1-1/8  inches  or  more  has  entered  the  United 
States  since  quotas  were  imposed  in  1939* 

In  addition  to  the  direct  exports  to  the  United  States  and  other 
countries,  more  than  60  percent  of  Mexico's  cotton  exports  move 
through  U.  S.  ports  for  transshipment  to  foreign  destinations.  Trans- 
shipments during  August-December  1957  (Foreign  Crops  and  Markers, 
March  31  j  1958)  amounted  to  468,000  hales,  compared  with  604,000  hales 
in  the  comparable  period  of  1956.    Quantities  exported  direct  to 
major  destinations  during  August -January  1957-58,  with  comparable 
1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:     Japan  1 61,000  hales  (233*000); 
United  States  71,000  (18,000);  Switzerland  31,000  (3,000);  West 
Germany  29,000  (27,000);  Netherlands  26,000  (19,000);  Canada  20,000 
(1,000);  United  Kingdom  17,000  (26,000);  Belgium  14,000  ( 10,000); 
and  France  9,000  (43,000). 

Mexico's  cotton  consumption  is  expected  to  be  about  485*000 
hales  in  1957-58,  or  2  percent  above  the  475,000  hales  used  in  1956-57. 

Midseason  stocks,  on  the  basis  of  the  foregoing  figures,  were 
about  9^-0,000  bales  on  January  31*  1958,  compared  with  about  600,000 
bales  a  year  earlier. 

INDIA  ANNOUNCES  EXPORT  QUOTA 
FOR  SHORT-STAPLE  COTTON 

The  Government  of  India  announced  March  25,  1958,  that  50,000 
Indian  bales  (40,800  bales  of  500  pounds  gross)  of  cotton  stapling 
23/32  inches  or  less,  would  be  allowed  for  export.    This  does  not 
include  Bengal  Desi  cotton.    Licenses  will  be  granted  to  established 
exporters  and  registered  dealers.    A  small  portion  of  the  quota  will 
be  reserved  for  allotment  to  cooperative  societies. 

Exports  may  be  made  to  all  permissible  destinations  with  the 
exceptions  of  Tibet  and  Portuguese  possessions.  Licenses  will  be 
valid  until  June  30,  1958. 
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BRAZILIAN  CASTOR-PRODUCING 
STATES  HIT  BY  DROUGHT 

Reports  from  Brazil  indicate  that  drought  is  still  a  serious  problem  in 
some  areas  of  Pernambuco  and  Ceara,  2  of  the  5  major  castor-producing  states. 
Rain,  however,  was  reported  in  Pernambuco  in  the  last  2  weeks.    The  federal 
government  has  earmarked  15  million  cruzeiros  for  relief  in  drought- stricken 
areas  of  Pernambuco . 

EGYPT'S  RICE  CROP  PROSPECTS 
POOR;  EXPORTS  UP 

Egypt's  1958  rice  crop  may  drop  to  about  half  that  of  1957>  according  to 
trade  sources.    Water  from  Nile  River  sources  is  expected  to  be  much  less  than 
last  year.    Egypt's  rice  crop  is  planted  in  May  and  June  and  harvested  in 
September  and  October. 

The  1958  acreage  is  expected  to  be  around  300,000  acres.    In  1957;  acreage 
was  759>000  acres,  according  to  a  revised  official  estimate.    The  record  acreage 
was  816,000  acres  in  19^+8;  the  lowest  postwar  acreage  was  388,000  acres  in  1952. 
Given  average  yields  per  acre  under  conditions  in  years  of  low  water  supply  rice 
production  from  300,000  acres  would  just  about  supply  domestic  requirements. 

Unusually  high  yields  in  1957  of  k-,716  pounds  per  acre  resulted  in  a  record 
crop  of  1,62^,000  metric  tons  of  rough  rice.    The  previous  record  was  1,^-95^000 
tons  in  the  year  before.    Both  crops  were  well  above  the  average  of  830,000  tons 
harvested  annually  in  1950-5^» 

The  high  yields  per  acre  reported  in  the  last  3  years  are  attributed  to  a 
gradual  shift  in  rice  from  saline  soils  in  the  northern  Delta  to  the  productive 
land  of  the  middle  Delta,  to  the  growing  of  new  varieties,  and  to  other  improved 
practices.    The  per-acre  yields  for  1956  and  1957  have  been  revised  downward 
since  last  fall,  but  some  authorities  believe  the  yield  estimates  may  still  be 
too  high. 

Official  forecasts  of  rice  exports  during  the  current  rice  marketing  year 
(November-October)  are  ^92,000  metric  tons.    During  the  first  k  months  of  the 
year  (November-February),  exports  were  about  162,000  tons,  or  twice  the  amount 
exported  in  the  same  period  of  1956-57.    Of  that  amount,  1^3^000  tons  were 
shipped  through  the  port  of  Alexandria. 

The  principal  countries  of  destination  and  quantities  shipped  through 
Alexandria  were  (metric  tons):  Indonesia,  5^>335;  India,  15,920;  West  Germany, 
1^,299;  Lebanon,  13,829;  Soviet  Union,  7,300;  Netherlands,  6,775;  Belgium,  6,l60; 
Syria,  5,800;  Austria,  5,66*+;  Jordan,  h,hQQ;  Japan,  2,200;  and  Switzerland  2,187. 

By  early  March,  W-6,000  metric  tons  were  under  contract  for  export.  The 
largest  deals  were  with  Indonesia  and  Japan  for  19^-, 300  and  60,000  tons, 
respectively.    Other  sales  were  to  (tons):  Germany,  65,000;  Soviet  Union,  ^0,000; 
South  Africa  and  Syria,  25,000  each;  Ceylon,  20,000;  Philippines,  10,000;  Belgium 
and  the  Netherlands,  2,500  each. 
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ANTARCTIC  WHALE  OIL  OUTPUT  DOWN  SLIGHTLY; 
SPERM  OIL  OUTPUT  UP 


Whale  oil  production  in  the  Antarctic  during  the  1957-58  pelagic  whaling 
season  declined  slightly  from  a  year  earlier,  according  to  preliminary  data 
released  "by  the  International  Whaling  Commission,  Sandef jord,  Norway.  Antarctic 
sperm  oil  production,  however,  was  one-fifth  greater  than  the  year  before.  The 
Antarctic  season,  ending  at  midnight  March  16,  1958,  lasted  69  days,  as  did  the 
season  of  a  year  ago. 

WHALE  AND  SPERM  OIL:    Production  in  Antarctic  of  floating  factories, 

by  country,  1956-57  and  1957-58 


Country 

Whale 

• 

oil  ; 

Sperm  oil 

;  1956-57  1/  ; 

*  • 

1957-58  2/  ; 

1956-57  1/  ;  1957-58  2/ 

Short  tons 


Norway  :  160,1+96 


Japan  , 

United  Kingdom  , 

Union  of  South  Africa  3/, 

Netherlands  , 

Soviet  Union  , 

Total  , 


160,^96  ; 

136,067 

:  18,293 

:  22,696 

78,380  j 

97,^51 

:  13,886 

:  20,157 

57,065  • 

:  53,857 

:       5,335  : 

6,780 

15,1*11 

:         750  : 

16,359  : 

19,382 

1,223 

:  2,362 

2^76 

:  33,551 

:  1,226 

n.a. 

352,187  ' 

3^0,308 

:      ^0,713  : 

V  51,995 

 /   ;    _/   f  •  —    7     

Japan  in  1957-58.     kj  Excludes  sperm  oil  production  by  U.S.S.R. 

The  major  Antarctic  producer,  Norway--with  9  floating  factories       had  a 
decline  of  almost  one-sixth  in  whale  oil  production,  but  output  of  sperm  oil  was 
one-fifth  above  that  of  1956-57.     Japan,  operating  6  floating  factories  (in  1957-58 
it  acquired  the  former  "Abraham  Larsen,"  which  operated  under  the  flag  of  the 
Union  of  South  Africa  in  1956-57),  sharply  increased  both  its  whale  oil  and  sperm 
oil  production. 

The  United  Kingdom,  with  3  floating  factories,  had  a  slight  decline  in  whale 
oil  outturn  and  an  increase  in  sperm  oil  output.    Although  the  U.S.S.R.  had  only 
one  floating  factory  in  1957-58,  6  catcher  boats  were  added,  to  bring  the  total  to 
2k  catchers^  --  almost  twice  the  number  used  by  any  other  floating  factory.  Thus, 
the  Soviet  Union's  whale  oil  production  was  up  sharply  from  last  year.  The 
Netherlands1  single  floating  factory  increased  its  whale  oil  output  15  percent 
from  last    season,  and  its  sperm  oil  production  was  almost  double  that  of  1956-57 • 
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U.  S.  EDIBLE  OIL  EXPORTS  DOWN 
ONE -HALF  FROM  PREVIOUS  YEAR 

United  States  exports  of  cottonseed  and  soybean  oils  in  October-February 
1957-58  are  preliminarily  estimated  at  327*6  million  pounds,  somewhat  more  than 
half  the  quantity  shipped  in  the  first  5  months  of  the  previous  year.  However, 
with  quantities  moving  in  volume  under  Public  Law  hQO  sales,  total  exports  in 
coming  months  should  gain  momentum. 

Estimated  exports  of  cottonseed  oil  in  February  were  about  one-fifth  below 
January  1958  shipments  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  17)  and  less  than 
half  those  of  February  1957 •    October-February  estimated  exports  of  162.5  million 
pounds  were  only  three-fourths  as  great  as  October-February  1956-57  shipments. 


COTTONSEED  OIL,  SOYBEAN  OIL,  OILCAKES,  AND  MEALS:    U.  S.  preliminary 
estimates  of  exports  in  February  1958  and  October -February  1957-58, 
and  actual  exports  February  1957  and  October-February  1956-57 


• 

Commodity  ] 

February 

October-February 

1957  I 

1958  ! 
Preliminary: 

1956-57    :  1957-58 

"     : Preliminary 

• 

• 
• 

• 

Million  pounds 

Million  pounds 

Cottonseed  oil,  refined  and  : 

5.7  : 

2.0  : 
28.6  - 

10.9  : 

:          .1  : 
6.1  : 

hh.9  : 

10.8  : 
168.0 

30.6 

:       13.  4 
118.5 

36.3 

17.1  - 

223.7 

162.5 

Soybean  oil,  refined  and  further  : 

2.1  : 

39-2 
46.6 

:         9.5,t'.  J 
:        1.6  . 

24.7 
•  209.O 

!  60.7 

:  ^5.3 

3.9 

167.O 

59.1 

87.9 

;  15.0 

400.7 

165. 1 

Total  cottonseed  and  : 

12k. 2 

32.1 

62h.k 

:  327.6 

• 
• 

Thousand  short  tons 

:    Thousand  short  tons 

• 

•  7 

5.6 
31.7 

:  .1 

20.1 

:  26.0 

:  36.3 
:  258.7 

:  5.9 
:  5.8 
:  152.8 

38.0 

:  20.2 

:  321.0 

:  164.5 

l/  Less  than  50  short  tons. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  'of  the  Census 
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Estimated  soybean  oil  exports  in  February  were  but  about  30  percent  of 
January  exports  and  15  percent  of  February  1958  shipments.    Cumulative  October- 
February  exports  are  estimated  at  I65.I  million  pounds — only  ^0  percent  of  the 
volume  in  the  first  h  months  of  the  previous  marketing  year. 

Estimated  exports  of  cake  and  meal  in  February  were  about  half  those  of  the 
previous  month  and  of  February  1957*    October-February  estimated  exports  of 
16^,500  short  tons  were  slightly  more  than  half  those  of  the  comparable  period 
last  marketing  year. 

Inspections  of  soybeans  for  export  from  October  through  the  week  ended 
February  23  totaled  50.8  million  bushels,  compared  with  50.9  million  bushels 
inspected  from  October  through  March  1  last  marketing  year.    Inspections  through 
March  28  were  about  5^«9  million  bushels,  approximately  equal  those  for  the  same 
period  a  year  earlier. 

CHILE  TO  IMPORT  EDIBLE  OILS  DUTY-FREE 
INTO  NORTHERN  ZONE 

On  February  3;  Chile  authorized  duty-free  imports  of  refined  vegetable  oils 
into  Tarapaca,  Antofagasta,  and  the  Chanaral  Department  of  Atacama  Province  ( see 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  17) .    This  will  allow  free  imports  of  edible 
vegetable  oil  in  quantities  variously  estimated  at  1,500  to  ^-,000  metric  tons. 
Although  the  imports  are  free  to  all  nations,  preference  may  be  given  to  Argentina 
due  to  Chile's  foreign  exchange  difficulties  and  dollar  shortage.  However, 
imports  of  U.  S.  edible  oils  —  chiefly  refined  oil  in  drums  and  cans  —  are 
feasible . 

Chile  also  will  want  to  purchase  700  to  1,000  metric  tons  (27,500  to 
^•0,000  bushels)  of  flaxseed  by  October.    And  due  to  a  smaller  1957-58  crop, 
Chile  is  almost  certain  to  import  flaxseed  from  late  1958  through  March  1959* 

U.  K.  MAY  NEED  OILSEED  CAKE  AND  MEAL; 
BUYS  MANCHURIAN  SOYBEANS 

Cold  spring  weather  in  the  United  Kingdom  has  stepped  up  demand  for  vege- 
table cake  and  meals.    Many  processors  are  unable  to  meet  this  demand. 

The  shortage  of  cake  and  meal  is  reportedly  due,  in  part,  to  the  fact  that 
the  U.S.S.R.  has  not  been  able  to  make  deliveries  in  accordance  with  contracts 
signed  several  weeks  ago.    According  to  trade  circles,  the  U.S.S.R.  has  requested 
extension  of  delivery  time.    Moreover,  it  is  said  that  only  some  7; 700  short  tons 
have  been  delivered;  the  total  quantity  contracted  was  22,000  tons. 

Part  of  the  shortage  in  cake  and  meal  supplies  may  be  met  by  a  recent 
purchase  of  Manchurian  soybeans  from  Communist  China.    While  the  contract  called 
for  early  delivery,  the  quantity  involved  has  not  been  announced. 
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